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Will animals go to heaven?
Session 4:

1. Opening prayer
2. Introductions
3. Meal
4. Video: Pope Francis, the boy he didn’t meet, and the new creation
5. Responses
6. Bible study: Romans 8.18–25

Key questions: 
How does Paul envision creation’s release from bondage in this passage?
Where do humans and animals �nd a place in his vision?

7. Theological text: John Wesley, ‘The General Deliverance’
8. Final thoughts (and questions)
9. Final blessing

But will "the creature," will even the brute creation, always remain in this deplorable condition God forbid 
that we should a�rm this; yea, or even entertain such a thought! While "the whole creation groaneth togeth-
er," (whether men attend or not,) their groans are not dispersed in idle air, but enter into the ears of Him that 
made them. While his creatures "travail together in pain," he knoweth all their pain, and is bringing them 
nearer and nearer to the birth, which shall be accomplished in its season. He seeth "the earnest expectation" 
wherewith the whole animated creation "waiteth for" that �nal "manifestation of the sons of God"; in which 
"they themselves also shall be delivered" (not by annihilation; annihilation is not deliverance) "from the" 
present "bondage of corruption, into" a measure of "the glorious liberty of the children of God."

Nothing can be more express: Away with vulgar prejudices, and let the plain word of God take place. They 
"shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption, into glorious liberty,"—even a measure, according as 
they are capable,—of "the liberty of the children of God."

A general view of this is given us in the twenty-�rst chapter of the Revelation. When He that "sitteth on the 
great white throne" hath pronounced, "Behold, I make all things new;" when the word is ful�lled, "The taber-
nacle of God is with men, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them and be their God"; 
-- then the following blessing shall take place (not only on the children of men; there is no such restriction in 
the text; but) on every creature according to its capacity: "God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. And 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying. Neither shall there be any more pain: For the former 
things are passed away."

John Wesley, Sermon: The General Deliverance, on Romans 8.19–22

Full text available online at http://tinyurl.com/wesley-on-animals, this excerpt from III.1–2. Read more about Wesley: 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/denominationalfounders/john-wesley.html


