ANIMAL AGRICULTURE’S IMPACT
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Unsustainable use of freshwater for
feed production, animal care, and
slaughterhouses contributes to wa-
ter scarcity. It’s depleting resources
needed by future generations."

Livestock, for the production of meat
and milk, is the world’s largest user
of land resources, with pasture and
land dedicated to the production of
animal feed representing 70% of
the total agricultural area.’

If global trends in meat and dairy
intake continue, global mean tem-
perature rise will exceed 2°C, even
with dramatic emissions reductions
across non-agricultural sectors.®

Studies suggest that substantial glo-
bal reductions in meat intake by
2050 could reduce agriculture relat-
ed emissions on the order of 55-72%
with greater reductions from also re-
ducing dairy and eggs.’
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Poor air quality results from the lo-
calized release of significant quan-
tities of toxic gases and odorous
substances. In the U.S. alone, more
than 83 million tons of manure are
produced annually from animals.?

Red meat (beef, pork, and lamb) and
dairy production together account
for nearly half of the greenhouse gas
emissions associated with the U.S.
food supply chain.*

Different food groups exhibit a large
range in greenhouse gas (GHG) in-
tensity; on average, red meat is
especially GHG intensive. Livestock
production accounts for an estimat-
ed 14.5% of global GHG emissions
from human activities.®

A global reduction in meat and dairy
intake by 75% by 2050 could re-
duce emissions by 7.4 gigatons, an
amount greater than the emissions
from the entire transportation sector
in 2010 (7 gigatons).”
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